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Dear  Friends,

We received word recently that in the summer 
of 2017 the Canandaigua City School District’s 
new athletic facilities at the Academy will be 
the site of the National “Shootout for Soldiers” 
lacrosse tournament to benefit American 
military veterans. We are so proud that we 
will host this event! 

In 2014, when we talked about our current 
capital project in the community, we 
anticipated and hoped that it would become 
a boon for many.  And here, even before 
completion of the project, is confirmation 
of that hope. 

Our local economy should benefit from 
the presence of thousands of people in our 
community this coming summer, people who 
would not have been here otherwise! 

We should all feel the pride of a project 
supported by our voters, enjoyed by our 
students, and benefitting our community at 
large.
See pgs. 8-9 of this edition of Digest for details 
on project progress.

Pride

Pride is the word of the year for our district. 
The deep satisfaction we derive from the 
hard work and many accomplishments of our 
students, faculty and staff drive us toward 
continuous improvement. 

Those many accomplishments provide a firm 
foundation for the pride we feel and celebrate. 
Through great teamwork, best practices, and 
above all else, placing children first, we have 
much to celebrate in all aspects of our district: 
academics, character, the arts, and athletics.

Walk down any hallway in our schools, walk 
past or into any classroom, and you will see 
students deeply engaged in learning, guided 
by teachers and support staff committed to 
educating every student.

We Are

Canandaigua Proud!

(continued on pg. 2) 



                             We Are  Canandaigua Proud

“We are proud, too, of the 
people who continue to 

support our students and 
our initiatives, who offer 

internships to high school 
students, dictionaries to 
elementary students, and 

financial support for middle 
school students to be able to 
travel to Washington, D.C.”

So we are very proud, too, of the people who 
continue to support our students and our 
initiatives, who offer internships to high school 
students, dictionaries to elementary students, 
and financial support for middle school 
students to be able to travel to Washington 
D.C. 

Finally, we are proud to 
have one of the finest 
superintendents who can 
be found anywhere.  In 
Lynne Erdle, we have a 
fearless and compassionate 
leader, someone who loves 
Canandaigua, has devoted her 
entire professional career to it, 
and brings joy to and derives 
great joy from our students, 
faculty, staff, and community. 

It is Lynne who has driven us 
to remain humble and aware 
of where we must improve, and 
yet not be afraid to express 

our pride about our successes. She began 
signing her emails “I Am Canandaigua Proud” 
and we have followed suit. 

She is absolutely right. There is so much to 
be proud of. And it all rests on the foundation 
established here in Canandaigua each and 
every day and over hundreds of years. We are 
grateful to every one of you who is part of this 
district and this community.

Sandy Estes-Bishop,
Visual Arts Lead Teacher

The Visual Arts department is 
“Canandaigua Proud” of its students and 
their artistic achievements throughout 
the school year. We share some of these 
accomplishments within our buildings and 
the community. 

Our Primary and Elementary schools 
each feature a digital screen where images 
display student works and their actions 
while engaging in the creative process. Our 
Middle School and Academy buildings are 
also busy creating murals to beautify our 
spaces and we celebrate our students’ many 
beautiful and thoughtful works each May 
with Visual Arts Festivals at both schools 
that are open to the general public. Believe 
me, the work rivals and often surpasses that 
found at regional arts festivals that draw 
thousands each summer.

The work we create is not only housed 
within the buildings of our district, but 
extends into the community as well. For 
over a decade now, we have been fortunate 
to display banners featuring student artwork 
on Lakeshore Drive. Every three years, 
[working in partnership with the City of 
Canandaigua], a new series of banners are 
created for the community to enjoy. Please 
look for the current series this summer on 
the northern shore of Canandaigua Lake.

The Visual Arts provide a unique 
platform from which students develop 
observational, creative problem-solving, and 
communication skills that they will utilize 
throughout their lives no matter what form 
their career takes. As Visual Arts teachers, 
we are proud to be able to help students 
push through to new horizons of vision, 
and always amazed at what they, and we, 
discover there.

the Visual Arts

Point of Pride

CA students work on one of the 
many murals that grace the school’s 
hallways. Each mural relates to the 
subject taught in classrooms nearby.

At the Academy, you will feel a remarkable 
energy and enthusiasm as our students 
engage in the final push of college and career 
readiness. Thanks to the support of our 
community, they have access to a multitude of 
internships, challenging classes, and unique 
extracurricular activities. 

For example, the 
December production 
of the Rochester 
City Ballet’s The 
Nutcracker,  in 
our own Academy 
auditorium, had our 
student tech crew 
members right on 
stage working with 
professional tech 
personnel. What an 
incredible opportunity 
for our young people! 
We are so proud to 
be able to offer these 
opportunities to our students.

People Who Care

None of this would be possible without the 
support of a community that values education 
and opportunity. 

Opportunity

At Primary-Elementary, you can enjoy the 
morning news, WPES, a video production 
that is almost entirely student run – written, 
directed, and produced by students each 
school day. WPES is made more wonderful by 
the fact that the work revolves between classes 
all year long, so nearly every student gets a 
chance to participate. We’re also hoping, in the 
near future, to have these students produce 
the Superintendent’s weekly video updates 
that you see on the District website and on our 
Facebook page.

Attend a concert at 4th or 5th grade, and 
then travel to the Academy for the District 
Orchestra Concert, or the Holiday PRISM 
Concert, and you will observe the foundation 
of fabulous music instruction laid and the 
fruits of that labor some years later. 

At the Middle School, morning advisories 
help young people learn how to express 
themselves clearly and convincingly around 
real life topics. One recent discussion, about 
media literacy, explored real news versus fake 
news, and included student discussion about 
formulating opinions and learning how to 
think.

This timely lesson is just one of the many 
character driven pieces that help our 
students become better consumers 
of information, and better 
citizens.

President
From the Board
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The Plan for Excellence (PfE) is the guiding 
document for all we do in the Canandaigua 
City School District.  The PfE is a 5-year, 
long-range vision for the district in 5 key areas 
– educational excellence, communication, 
community and traditions, stewardship, 
student life, and employee life.  
Each of these five areas is then 
broken into annual initiative 
areas to be accomplished by 
stakeholders throughout the 
District and community.

The PfE focuses on what we 
hold to be especially important 
– working with parents and 
community members to ensure 
that all we do here in the CCSD is focused on 
preparing our students for whatever that next 
step of life may be.  We know that it “takes a 
village” and we need the help of our community 
to do this well. By introducing you to this 
year’s Management Plan 2016 – 2017, we hope 
you have a better understanding of where we 
are headed this year, and even, perhaps, where 
you can fit in.

2016-17 Community Initiatives

Our focus in Communications, Community 
and Traditions will be in creating an alumni 
association, and hopefully as a second step, 
a Friends of CCSD.  We see both as an 
opportunity to bring experts in their fields 
in to work with our students, to provide 
networking opportunities among our 
graduates, and equally important, to best 
understand if we are preparing our students 
for the next steps after they leave us.  

We have also made certain that our Senior 
Citzens in the community are aware that 
they can attend any school sponsored events 
for free. All it takes is a Braves Pass. What 
a wonderful way to say thank you for their 
continued support of the District and provide 
them with some nice events – athletic and 
artistic. If you are a senior citizen and are 
interested in attending our events for free, 
you can receive a Braves Pass by calling 
my office at 396-3710.

                            We Are  Canandaigua Proud

“By introducing you to this 
year’s Management Plan, 
we hope you have a better 
understanding of where we 
are headed this year, and 
even, perhaps, where you 

can fit in.”

2016-17 Educational Initiatives

Obviously, the area of greatest focus in 
our PfE remains those initiatives around 
Educational Excellence. And there are many. 
We are creating protocols to ensure alignment 

of our curriculum, 
instruction and 
assessment across 
grades K – 12.  With 
the new learning 
standards and regents 
curriculums firmly 
in place (for now) 
we need to ensure 
that our work with 
students is consistent 

in each classroom, in every grade and in every 
building.  

As part of our instructional component 
we are focusing on the interventions we 
offer our learners who do not meet local 
or state standards.  The State has defined 
levels and we want to make sure that each 
of those levels in the CCSD is well-defined 
and meets the needs of our students.  

As you may recall during the November 
2014 election the state residents approved 
the Smart Schools bond act.  The plan was 
that a designated amount of money, from 
$2 billion statewide,  would be given to 
each district with the intention of assisting 
districts finance educational technology 
and infrastructure.  Guidelines were 
imposed by the state and each district 
had to create a Smart Schools spending 
plan and submit it to the State Education 
Department.  Our District did all of that 
when we found that our allocation was 
$2.2 million; we worked hard and quickly 
to develop and submit our plan. 

We are excited – the plan entails bringing 
devices to each of our students, whether 
chrome books or iPads, to be used as an 
additional instructional tool. Professional 
development opportunities for our teachers 
were developed and executed.  

Unfortunately, our plan still sits at the State 
level, in the queue for approval, with no word 
on when that approval may occur. Deciding 
we won’t merely wait for the state, we have 
moved forward within the constraints of our 
own operating budget and our 8th grade 
students now each have a Chromebook for 
their use with their academics. The district-
wide roll-out is a key PfE initiative, but it can’t 
be accomplished without the Smart Schools 
funds. We are obviously disappointed, but 
continue to be optimistic that the funds will 
come our way within the year.

2016-17 Student Life Initiatives

Under our Student Life area, the District 
will be undergoing a review of our current 
Character Education program. Character 
Education has been part of what we do since 
1997; we have always stressed that it is not a 
“stand-alone” program, but must be infused 
in what we teach and how we act each and 
every day. It must be an expectation for our 
students and staff. 

Overall, Character Education in this way 
has been a real success story over the years. 
We are very proud that our Middle School is 
a National School of Character. A few years 
ago, we really focused on the trait Healthful 
Lifestyles and began to offer some different 
opportunities for students and staff around 
healthy eating and exercise.  Two committees, 
Character Education and Wellness, then 
combined into one.  

You are 11 years old, on stage, facing a microphone and an audience. It is the 
District Gepography Bee and this is what you hear: 

“The Great Dismal Swamp is a marshy area that stretches from Virginia south 
into what other state?” or “While tracing the Missouri River, explorers Lewis 
& Clark spent the winter of 1804-05 headquartered at Fort Mandan in which 
present-day state?” 

If you have perservered into the Championship Round, you might hear: “The 
Taklimakan Desert, home to the Uyghur people, is located north of the Kunlun 
Mountains in which Asian country?”

To put it bluntly, the National Geographic Geography Bee (Geo Bee for short) 
is really hard. A contestant studying for it has to cast an eye everywhere on 
Earth. That’s because contestants could get a question about any state, country, 
landmark, body of water, or geographical feature in the entire world. 

So here’s to the brave students who sailed out on to the Great Sea of 
Knowledge without a true compass this past December, laying it on a line of 
longitude and knowing they would get very little latitude from the judges!

At the Elementary School: Issac Clark - Champion; vanessa Ludwig - 
2nd; Charlie Tricomi - 3rd; plus Grace Davis, Gibson Schwartz, Lukan 
Tessena, Kate Robinson, Anna Orcutt, Macie Zappetella, Erik Rottingen.

At Middle School: Julia Tricomi - Champion; am Orcutt - 2nd; Neil 
Stringer - 3rd; plus Cole Sunderlin, Gavin Malec, Mason Burke, Griffin 
Bond, Nate Teerlinck, James McPartland

Julia was the Elementary winner last year as a 5th grader. She also 
advanced to the New York State Geography Bee a year ago. That’s no 
E-Z Pass – she had to earn one of the Top 100 scores in the entire state 
on the state’s qualifying online Geography Bee. Julia was one of only four 
5th graders who made the state Bee last year. 

Congratulations to all! 

      the Geography Bee

Point of Pride

This year, it’s time to take a true look at our 
character traits -- Respect, Responsibility, 
Caring, Honesty and Healthful Lifestyles --and 
make certain that they still represent exactly 
who we hope our students are.  Is it time to 
add something?  Perseverance?  Kindness?  A 
committee will be looking at that and reporting 
out to our Board of Education.

2016-17: Who Are We?

A final highlight is our branding work. What is 
the Canandaigua City School District? Who are 
we and what is important to us? What symbol 
or logo represents us? As you may or may 
not know, we currently have two logos – the 
Friendship Belt and the Sailboat.  The belt has 
been used by athletic teams and buildings and 
the sailboat is most often used at the district 
level.  But do we need each?  Stay tuned……
we are hoping to create one look that each 
and every time you see it you know it’s talking 
about the Canandaigua City School District.

And with that is our new slogan: “We are 
Canandaigua Proud.” I say it often, I write it 
often. It’s not merely a slogan to me: I believe 
it!  We want to make certain that each and 
every one of you can say it and mean it, too. 
We want you to understand that there is every 
reason for us all to be Canandaigua Proud. 
And we accomplish that only by delivering 
work and results that you can be proud of.

This is a District committed to excellence and 
I believe the way to get there is through a 
strategic pathway, not haphazardly. The really 
interesting thing is that we want the pathway 
to also afford us the flexibility to do things 
that are new, a bit out of the box. We want to 
conserve what we’ve always done well, and be 
liberated to implement creative new ideas in 
teaching and learning. That is exactly what the 
Plan for Excellence provides us. 

By taking 5 minutes to read it (you can find it 
on our website: CanandaiguaSchools.org) you 
will know what is important to us and what 
our vision for the district truly is. We welcome 
your comments, insights, criticisms, and 
suggestions for improving that vision.

I am Canandaigua Proud!

Why I Am Canandaigua Proud
Lynne Erdle, Superintendent of Schools

Geography Bee contestants 
were recognized for their 
willingness to challenge 

themselves by the Board of 
Education at its meeting on 

January 19th. Here, students 
explain their study and 

preparation strategies to 
interested Board members.



 Canandaigua ProudWe Are  

Over the next three years, classroom 
instruction and student learning will be 
enhanced with the addition of digital devices 
such as Chromebooks and tablets. These 
devices will serve as tool for learning both 
inside and outside the walls of a “traditional” 
classroom. Students and teachers will soon 
have the capacity to engage in teaching and 
learning like never before. While the potential 
is great, it is essential that we are smart about 
these applications.

The Canandaigua City School District applied 
for the NYS Smart Schools Grant funding in 
late summer.  The proposal submitted outlined 
the district plan to provide a technology 
device for each student to use, starting with 
distributions at Middle School, then moving to 
the Academy and finally the Elementary level, 
eventually covering all students, Grades 3-12.

To date, the State Smart School Review Board 
has not approved any of the applications 
Canandaigua submitted. Although delayed, 
we have adjusted our planned rollout of 
devices. Initially, the plan was to distribute 
Chromebooks to all Middle School Students 
this school year. That goal became impossible. 
But understanding the need to move forward 
with the project, the District decided to start 
the process on a smaller scale by purchasing 
enough devices for all eighth grade students, 
utilizing general budget revenues.

The Chromebook Rollout

On January 10-12, 2017, all 8th grade 
students received a Chromebook.  The 
Chromebook is a device designed to be used 
primarily for web browsing. Most of the 
applications it uses reside in “cloud.” 

It looks like a laptop but is much 
faster and it is easy to share work 
between home and school using 
a Google product series called 
G-Suite.  

Canandaigua Middle School Staff 
collaborated with members of our District 
Technology Department to plan the roll-out. 
Each 8th grader was assigned their district-
owned Chromebook in a protective case and 
also received a charging device. Students treat 
the Chromebooks just like textbooks, able to 
take these devices to and from school each 
day, and, of course, to their various classrooms 
during the day. The District also designed 
a protection system, basically insurance, to 
defray any loss or damage to these devices. 
Families of students pay a premium cost of $10 
for unlimited use of the Chromebook for the 
rest of the school year.
 
For detailed information on the Middle School 
roll-out plan, please review the FAQ document 
on the Middle School web page at: http://www.
canandaiguaschools.org/middle.cfm.

,

Chris Betlem, Math 6-12 Lead Teacher 

The 6-12 math department is very proud of their 
curriculum work in transitioning to the common core 
standards in math. Lots or hard work and dedication 
from teachers have made our students successful on the 
new common core state exams while better preparing 
our students for college and the workforce. 

Teachers continue improving this curriculum by 
bringing relevance to math.  Seventh grade students 
order lunch from a local restaurant during the percent 
unit.  These students compute the discount and tax 
while enjoying their lunch.  Pre-Calculus students 
understand vectors better by working on an air 
traffic control project.  Lots of details are calculated 
to be sure airplanes are landing at a given airport. 
These opportunities, combined with a well-aligned 
curriculum, are challenging and fun for all 
Canandaigua students.  

                      the Relevance of Math

Point of Pride

Professional Development & 
Schoology

The device roll-out is just one step in the 
overall process of working smart with these 
Chromebooks. Professional development for 
our teachers is absolutely key.

Throughout summer and fall of 2016, staff 
members district-wide engaged in ongoing 
professional training on how to creatively use 
these devices int he classroom, building the 
skills necessary to use the devices effectively 
for both regular lessons and special projects.  
In general, our professional development has 
targeted the use of G-Suite (formerly Google 
Apps for Education) and the use of a learning 
management system (LMS) called Schoology.

Schoology is an online course management 
system that allows teachers to create and 
manage academic courses for their students. It 
provides teachers with a method of managing 
lessons, engaging students, sharing content, 
and connecting with other educators and 
parents as well. 

Led by Director of Staff Development Katie 
McFarland and Director of Technology Dan 
Bowman, members of our District Technology 
Committee developed a series of course 
offerings for staff members across the district. 
These course offerings are targeted toward 
helping staff increase technology integration 
skills and enhance instruction.

So far, this year, teacher and teacher aides 
have participated in approximately 1,000 
hours of professional development focused 
on integrating technology within the learning 
process. 

What’s Ahead

The final aspect of 
our implementation 
plan is to develop a 
scope and sequence 
of technology 
integration skills 
for teachers 
and students to 
reference. This 
exciting work will 
take place during 
the summer of 2017 and will involve educators 
from across the district.

Summer curriculum writing will help to 
establish grade-level benchmarks that will 
outline specific skills in which students should 
be proficient. In the early grades, students 
will need to learn introductory skills, such as 
turning on a computer and logging-in where 
in the upper grades, more complex such 
as accessing a variety of media to present 
research will be required. 

Sue Mintel, CA Math teacher 
and Advisor to CA’s Monroe 
Math League team, works after 
school with a student.

Getting SMART about Technology
Matt Schrage, Asst. Superintendent for Instruction

This scope and sequence work is necessary to 
establish “assured learning experiences” for all 
students to apply these skills, while it also will 
help guide teachers in how to engage students  
              in classroom work that requires the 

application of these skills.

It is critical to remember that 
technology is a tool -- not a 
panacea for filling any gaps 
that might exist in curriculum. 
Teaching teachers and teaching 
students how to utilize these 
machines in the best way 
possible for their learning is an 
ongoing priority. We have made 
a good start, and we are very 
hopeful that the state will 
approve our full Smart Schools 
Plan before this school year 

ends, so that we can continue our rollout 
of individual devices to other grade levels in 
September.

We eagerly anticipate how the work tied to this 
initiative will impact our students. We already 
know that our teachers are excited about 
what access to this technology will bring to 
our classrooms.  Truly, this will make us more 
“Canandaigua Proud” about the teaching and 
learning in our District as we work to prepare 
our students for the 21st Century. 

“We eagerly anticipate 
how the work tied to [the 
Chromebook] initiative 

will impact our students. 
We already know that 

our teachers are excited 
about what access to this 

technology will bring to our 
classrooms.”

Algebra 1 - CMS

Algebra 1 - CA

Algebra II

Geometry

Algebra II/Trig.

ELA

Global History

U.S. History & Gov’t

Earth Science - CMS

Earth Science -CA

Living Environment

Chemistry

Physics 

Exam                      % Passing                       % Mastery
                           14-15     15-16               14-15     15-16

           2015-16

 Regents Exam
 Results

Point of Pride

100%       100%

87%          97%

NA           94%

99%          96%

86%          95%

100%        95%

81%          91%

97%          94%

97%          98%

63%          62%

93%          92%

77%          90% 

80%          93%

20%          81%

30%           9%

NA            6%

39%          26%

45%          59%

90%          58%

49%          61%

72%          70%

60%          69%

5%           17%

67%          50%

26%          29%

19%          46%

These Regents examination results 
were released to the public by New 
York State in November, 2016, after 
the publication date of the District’s 
annual Digest Report Card in October.
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Great progress has been made on the District’s 
current capital project. Smooth and on-
schedule design development preceded an 
excellent work completion rate in the summer 
and fall of 2016. We hope for more of the same 
in 2017.

The 2014 Capital Project

The project was originally approved 
by District voters on December 9, 
2014, therefore, we call it the 2014 
Capital Project. It is made up of 
several components, which, in total, 
impact the entire school district.

At the Academy, Middle School and 
Primary-Elementary School:

• An upgrade to each classroom’s door  
   security, and 
• Upgrades to cross-corridor panic devices. 
   These are interior hallway door sets that  
   can be utilized to secure interior portions  
   of our school buildings. 

At the Middle School:
• Eight new tennis courts
• Reconfigured staff and community parking
• New bathrooms accessible from the 
   exterior of the building. 

At the Academy:
• Replacement of the Track & Field 
   facility with new infrastructure, asphalt 
   underlayment, and rubber running  
   surface, including a steeple chase
• New long jump, triple jump, pole vault, 
   discus and shot put venues. 
• A new irrigation system and sodded grass 
   playing field for Exhibition Field. 
• Reconditioning of the Academy tennis 
   courts with a new playing surface. 
• A new all season artificial turf playing field 
   at the lower concourse level east of 
   Exhibition Field and Track
• A new upper and lower level concourse 
   area -- including new bleacher seating 
   for the turf field; storage buildings, a press 
   box, and upper and lower level team   
   rooms servicing both fields; and a   
   concessions area at the upper concourse 
   servicing both fields
• A new parking lot accessed from North 
   Road for visitors to the new complex.

Design & Development

A milestone schedule was developed while the 
project was in the design phase. The milestone 
schedule is the tool used to determine when 
activities need to be completed to meet the 

specific needs of the school 
district. From the milestone 
schedule, the construction 
manager and the prime 
contractors develop the site 
specific schedules to advance 
the construction in an organized 
time efficient manner.  

So with schedules in hand 
and equipment on the ground, 
site work began in late May, 

2016, stripping top soil at the location of the 
new turf field. That was followed by side hill 
excavation for the new team room bleacher 
complex just east of the existing Exhibition 
Field and track loop. By the end of June, 
the old track and field had been removed. 
While the site contractor handled the track 
removal, the general trades contractor began 
the installation of footers and foundations, 
followed immediately with the structural steel 
to support the floors and roofs of the new 
structures. 

Summer, 2016

The warm dry months of July and August 
allowed all of the Middle school work to be 
finished prior to the start of school. The tennis 
court ribbon cutting took place on October 27, 
2016, in the rain. But prior to that, the CA 
Girls team had had the chance to practice and 
play on the new 8-court site, and it delivered 
even beyond expectations.

At the Academy physical education and 
athletics complex, the summer months saw the 
underground infrastructure put in place and 
tested, the eastern half of the turf field and turf 
drainage stone installed and tested, and the 
remainder of the foundation work completed. 

The door security portion of the project 
included the installation of 400 new locksets 
on classroom doors. Under original plans, 
it was to be completed over the summers of 
2016 and 2017. In an effort to give the district 
a complete operating system sooner, the 
prime contractor added additional manpower 
and completed installation work in the 2016 
calendar year. This system has now been 
tested and is functioning as planned.

Fall, 2016

As the school year began, 
September work included the 
installation of the brick exteriors 
on the storage building, press 
box and the team rooms at CA, 
as well as roofing and interior 
and exterior framing of walls. 
All interior mechanical rough in 
-- including electrical, plumbing 
and HVAC – moved along, too. 
The site contractor was able to 
install the new irrigation system 
in Exhibition Field and laid 
down the asphalt paving base 
of the new track along with the 
surrounding site fences and 
walks.

Work in October included 
the fine grading of the soil 
base of the repaired Exhibition Field and the 
surrounding lawn areas ahead of installation 
of new sod for Exhibition Field and hydro-seed 
spray for the other areas. The upper concrete 
concourse and trench drains were installed 
throughout the month, and washing and 
cleaning of the new brick work was completed. 
Above ceiling mechanical work continued 
ahead of the hard ceiling installation in the 
team rooms and permanent power was brought 
on line by the end of the month.

Activities in November ahead of the dropping 
temperatures included installation of the 
remaining turf field foundation, and drainage 
stone and fine grading of the finishing stone 
for the turf field. Also completed was the 
fence surrounding the turf field and the 
lower concrete concourse area. Work inside 
the complex included the door and frame 
installation, sheetrock finishing, store 
front framing and mechanical finishes 
within the ceiling systems.

Winter, 2016-2017

The all-weather turf field installation 
was completed in December. The field 
carries the CA letters at mid-field, 
oriented to the bleachers. It is lined 
for multiple sports, including soccer, 
lacrosse and football. The football end 
zones feature “Braves” at both ends. 

A Leap Forward for Canandaigua Facilities
Brian Nolan, Asst. Superintendent for Personnel & Support Services

Mechanical rough in and finishes were 
completed in the concession area, 
including the exhaust hood as well as 
the wall framing, wall finishing and 
store front glazing. The concession area 
will be outfitted with food preparation 
equipment donated by various community 
organizations and sports booster clubs. 

Handsome cherry and gray ceramic tile 
installation has been completed in early 
January in the lower bathrooms. February 
will see finishes continue to be installed 
in both the upper and lower levels of the 
building. This will include the installation 
of the sinks, toilets and partitions, lockers, 
benches and mirrors in the team rooms.

 Canandaigua Proud

           the Music

Point of Pride

Elementary Chorus: Zachary Bartron, Taryn Bjorling. 
Brenna Bollin. Emilia Bolster, Leah Boylan, Emerson 
Broomfield. Emma Bugenhagen, Carmine Cafiero, Naomi 
Couillard, Toby Dyckson, Zach Dyckson, Benson Hawkins, 
Safia Kania, Haley Kaul, Gracie Landrigan, Taylor Lyon, 
Mackenzie Mamoone, Shannon Smith, Ellie Teerlinck, 
Matthew Triola 

Elementary Band: Kate Bentley, Jared Bjorling, Allie Bucci, 
Kathryn Cywinski, Mary Ehrlinger, Brooks Keys, Micheal 
McFetridge, Samaya Morse, Morgan Pawlicki, Ella Rowland, 
Rosalie Siciliano, Carter Sickles

5th Grade Orchestra: Julia Cheney, Sebastian Cullinen, 
Braden Gioseffi, Margaux Mahoney, Emma Marshall, Kate 
Robinson, Cora Roller, Charlotte Rudat, Charlie Sundlof, 
Janey Taylor, Sara Ward, Grace Zimmerman

6th Grade Orchestra: Mallory Baxter, Evan Calkins, 
Trenner Cowdery, Gabriella Farr, Meadow Hill, Emily 
Nicholson, Colin Nicholson, Olivia Pagliano, Phoebe Parkison, 
Tony Piper, Sophia Pollack, William Smith, Daniel Spruill, Neil 
Stringer, Julia Tricomi, Lilia Wong

Jr./Sr. Chorus: Chloe Bliss, Madeline Cheney, Emma 
Deibler, Elias Ellison, Emily Luna, Holly McClow, Luc Pereira, 
Sarah Russell, Grant Thomas, Matthew Uttaro

Band: Dani Callard, Jack Ciranni, Ethan Cobos, Dan Coffey, 
Abbie Dutcher, Emma Godfrey, Hannah Godfrey, Millie 
Hawkins, Ryan Hough, Kennedy Knopf, Markus Lagoe, 
Cameron Lofdahl, Luca Olivieri, Brynn Rice, Grace Sainsbury, 
Mariena Schneider, Nate Teerlinck, Francesca Tiermini, Josh 
Turek, Sabrina Turek, Nathan Ulrich

Jazz Band: Maggie Canino, Foxie Hawkins, Mazie Macklin, 
Ben Siciliano

Orchestra: Emma Arthur, Macy Baxter, Sarah Bresette, 
Marissa Demcowicz, Brendan Forrest, Era Gjonbalaj, Ben 
Harding, Erich Jones, Elena Newfrock, Katrina Newfrock, 
Elise Pereira, Emma Platten, Caroline Ryan, Danielle Snyder, 
Hannah Nyhan, Bethan Ouimette, Sophie Pedzich, Liam 
Peterson, Emily Teerlinck, Emma Whitehead, Matthew Wilt

Greg Kane,
Music Lead Teacher

The Music Department is proud to announce 
that 116 students in Grades 5-12 were 
selected for 2017 All-County performance 
ensembles in Band, Chorus & Orchestra.

Students continue to remind me of their real 
expectation: that everything they do, they 
expect to do very well! This pre-requisite 
of students desiring quality truly makes me 
Canandaigua Proud!

The new press box is situated to serve 
both the new artificial turf field and 

the remodeled Exhibition Track & Field facility.

Lockers in the team rooms are a handsome 
cherry color and the public bathrooms and 
concession area have superior detail work.

The first big event at CA’s new artificial turf field 
will be this summer’s “Shootout for Soldiers” lacrosse 

tournament to benefit military veterans. 
The Academy facilities and the Canandaigua 

community will be one of several locations 
for this national fundraising event.



                             We Are  Canandaigua Proud

The Canandaigua City School District is planning a 
celebration of a new class of CA Graduates of Distinction 
for Homecoming, 2017.  Do you know an outstanding 
graduate of Canandaigua Academy?

Canandaigua Academy Graduates of Distinction are 
exemplary citizens. They have distinguished themselves 
at the highest levels in their communities, their 
professions,, and their careers.

The Board of Education asks community members to 
submit nominees for this prestigious honor, nominees 
whose accomplishments and dedication to community rise 
to the level of those previously selected. For a list of CA 
Graduates of Distinction and a nomination form, go to:
www.CanandaiguaSchools.org -- Academy -- Alumni

Please contact 396-3710 for full details.
Nominations will be accepted until May 31, 2017.

Sarah Pennica,
K-12 Foreign Language 
Lead Teacher

Each year, students entering the 
IB Diploma Program must begin a 
2-year long research project, the 
Extended Essay. The EE will later 
count as part of their overall grade 
calculation for the IB Diploma.  
Given the level of difficulty, students 
almost always choose to complete the 
assignment in their native language, 
although there is always the option 
to try it in a second language.

In 2014, two students took on the 
challenge of doing their EE in 
another language (Spanish for both). 
What makes this effort truly rigorous 
is that the foreign language EE is 
graded as if the student were a native 
speaker of the language.  As such, 
the two students had to pick topics 
relevant to the target culture and do 
all of their research and writing in 
Spanish.  

Emily Reals researched the military 
dictatorship in Argentina in 
the 1970s and 80s and its 
effects on current politics.  
Kelsey Towne read Manuel 
Puig’s El Beso de la Mujer 
Araña (The Kiss of the Spider 
Woman) and researched its 
role in the fight for LGBTQ 
rights in Argentina (where 
the author was born) during 
the second half of the 20th 
century.  

the IB Extended Essay -- 
in Espanol!

Point of Pride

Needless to say, it is very difficult for 
a native English speaking high school 
student to complete this project 
satisfactorily in a second language. 
In fact, this was the first time any 
CA student has completed the EE 
in Spanish. Happily, both students 
passed, with one scoring an A, the 
highest possible score!

We were extremely proud of both 
Emily and Kelsey, CA Class of 2016 
IB Diploma graduates, and it is a 
definite point of Canandaigua Pride 
for the entire LOTE (Languages 
Other than English) program at 
Canandaigua. The years spent 
studying Spanish helped both of these 
students get to that level of fluency 
and, moreover, inspired them to take 
on a truly challenging task that went 
well above and beyond the minimum 
requirements.

          Soy orgulloso de Canandaigua!

the CA Graduates of Distinction

Point of Pride

Bigs & Littles (An Experience to be Proud Of)
Laurel Wemett, Canandaigua Antiques Classic Association

Note: this story was originally printed in the January 27, 2017, edition of the Genesee Valley Pennysaver. It has been slightly edited for Digest

When she was at Canandaigua Academy, 
Maria Battoglia was a mentor in the  In the 
Canandaigua school district, it is now called 
the Bigs and Littles program, formerly Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters. The program is designed 
to give youngsters a positive teen role model.  
Maria, CA Class of 2016, does not hesitate to 
recommend to others the benefit of being a 
mentor to a younger child.  

“The mentoring program interested me 
because I love and enjoy working with kids,” 
says Battoglia, now 19 years old and a first-
year student at Finger Lakes Community 
College.  “I grew up with an amazing older big 
brother and I thought that this would be a 
great opportunity to be a big sister to someone 
who may need some guidance or just someone 
to talk to.”  
 
“The program has been in existence at 
the Academy since 2000,” explains Cindy 
Vanderlee, the school’s Prevention Services 
Specialist, and the program’s coordinator.  
“For 15 years, it was run in collaboration with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Rochester 
and for the past two years, it has been run 
internally as Bigs and Littles. We are very 
proud of the impact it has had on both groups 
of young people.”

‘Each of the Bigs and Littles are 
interviewed by me and I do my best to 
make matches where they have common 
interests and personalities,” says 
Vanderlee.   

Every Wednesday that school is in 
session,   25 Primary-Elementary school 
students, or “Littles,” who are matched 
with twenty-five high school students, 
or “Bigs,” meet in the Primary cafeteria 
from 3 to 4:15 pm. Activities range 
from board games, to arts and crafts, 
computer learning games, and getting 
outside for some fun on the playground. 
Sometimes guest speakers lead 
interesting, interactive activities.

“Maria was a Big in the program for four 
years and matched with the same Little 
for all four years,” says Vanderlee. “That is the 
ideal – to have a student matched throughout 
primary/elementary school until he/she 
moves up to the middle school -- and the high 
schooler to be matched with the Little until he/
she graduates from high school. Another goal 
of the program is for former Littles to become 
Bigs!  We currently have four former Littles 
that are now Bigs.” 

“While I was in the program, I learned what it 
means to have mutual trust in a relationship,” 
says Maria. “To be a mentor, you must be 
responsible and dependable because you know 
that your Little is relying on you to show up 
and be there for him or her. [My Little] never 
failed to put a smile on my face and we had 
the best of times together. It is a remarkable 
feeling to know that you can have such a 
positive influence on another person.” 

Maria’s experience with the program helped 
build her own character. That character, 
her good grades, and interest in pursuing 
a four-year college degree, are the qualities 
that earned her a $1,000 scholarship to 
FLCC in memory of Denett Pimkowski, a 
woman who touched many lives through 
her chosen careers and volunteerism. 
Maria Battoglia is the third recipient of a 
Pimkowski scholarship, which is funded by 
the Canandaigua Kiwanis Foundation with 
proceeds from the Canandaigua Classic 
Antique Show and Sale. 

“Maria is kind, caring, patient and 
dependable, as all my Bigs are,” says 
Vanderlee. “She and her Little had a 
wonderful connection! The best feeling in 
the world is seeing the Littles faces light up 
as they walk in the room and see their Bigs 
waiting for them. Mentoring is one of the 
most powerful protective factors we have 
available for young people.”
What is unique is that it benefits both groups 
of students, even the Bigs. “It gives them 
a sense of purpose and we know service 
learning is most effective when those giving 
get just as much in return,” says Vanderlee.

“I love school,” admits Battoglia who was 
a member of the National Honor Society in 
high school and made the Dean’s list her first 
semester in college. Following FLCC, she has 
her eye on continuing her education at St. 
John Fisher College. 

“My long-term career plans are to become a 
Certified Public Accountant, a Chief Financial 
Officer or a Financial Adviser.”  Working 
as an accountant for a company she loves 
“would be perfect.”

The 18th annual Canandaigua Classic 
Antique show, organized with the Kiwanis 
Club of Canandaigua, will be held on 
Sunday, February 12, 2017 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Finger Lakes Gaming and Race 
Track. Proceeds also fund other scholarships 
and grants to non-profit organizations in 
support of the arts, culture and learning in 
Ontario County.

Marie Battoglia is 
joined by Marianne Gallagher, 

Carla DeMeco and Laurel Wemett,
benefactors from the Canandaigua 

Antiques Classic Association, at 
     FLCC’s 32nd Annual Constellation Brands 

Honors Dinner for student scholarship recipients.
The Academy gratefully anticipates 67 different 

scholarships for CA Class of 2017 graduates from 
area businesses, organizations, and individuals.

The flags in the Canandaigua Academy library represent 
the home countries of the many Foreign Exchange 

students who have attended CA over the years.



Dedication

PhotoFinish

Superintendent Erdle 
shows she’s really still a 
kid at heart, yukking it 

up with some 2nd graders 
in Spring, 2016.

the Superintendent 
                Search

Important Dates

The District is in the latter stages of the 
process for a search for a new Superintendent 
to succeed Lynne Erdle in 2017-2018. Mrs. 
Erdle will retire at the end of this school 
year. 

Here are the remaining important dates:

Feb. 1: Applications Closed
Feb. 9: Board of Education review of 
applications
Feb. 28 - Mar. 3 - Round 1 of Candidate 
Interviews - Board of Education
Mar 27-29: Round 2 of Candidate Interviews 
- District Personnel Interview Teams
March 30: Selection of Finalist(s)
April 6: Appointment of New Superintendent
July 1: Start Date for New Superintendent

Point of Pride

“On February 2, 2017, the Canandaigua City School 
District Board of Education recognized current 

Superintendent of Schools Lynne H. Erdle by dedicating 
the Canandaigua Academic & Career Center to her. 

The CACC, which began life as the Possibilities Center, 
was founded by Mrs. Erdle. She championed the concept, 

designed the program, administered its creation, and 
oversaw its constant reinvention as it took root and 

became a model ‘alternative setting’ for students 
for whom the traditional high school environment 

simply did not work. 

The Board commends Lynne H. Erdle 
and her unwavering belief in all students 
and their ability to reach their potential.”

--- Jeanie Grimm, President
Canandaigua Board of Education




